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Adaptive Practice in DT

What is in place in your subject area for teaching that subject to children with SEND?

Non-negotiables that need to be in place in all lessons/classrooms when teaching DT:

Physical needs are catered for e.g. through adapting the equipment or using specialised equipment
Instructions presented in alternative ways for those who struggle to understand verbal instructions
The importance of resilience, growth mindset, self-belief and confidence to be referred to frequently

Universal Strategies

e Explaining how to use equipment before use

e Health and safety

e Expectations of every lesson

e Giving instructions step by step

e Structure of a lesson — warm up, main lesson and cool down

e Using key vocabulary

e Learning objective shared with class/group

e Reflect on their own progress and others at the end of each lesson
e Implement the 4 Core Concepts




Adaptive Practice in DT

What is in place in your subject area for teaching that subject to children with SEND?

Pupils with SEND are supported in their learning through a variety of strategies; some of these are outlined in the tables below:

Quality First Teaching

Cognition & Learning

Communication & Interaction

Visual timetable — class/individual/now & next board
Look at reasonable adjustments on SALT
Communication supported with Makaton and/or signs
and symbols

Extra time for some activities/modified and clear
expectations

Meet and greet and pre-warning of changes
Rewards and sanctions supported with visual
signs/symbols/photographs

Clear instructions

Social stories to communicate expectations clearly
‘Safe’ stories

Personalised targets

Utilising personal interests — in work or club set up
Home/School dialogue, versions with symbols/other
languages

Nurture type interventions

Emotional prompts/fiddlers/ear defenders/wobble
cushions

Own work space — within the classroom or outside
Nurture time over lunch/playground buddy
Responsibilities to give sense of purpose and improve
self-esteem

Timers, if appropriate

Use resources from Early Year Autism Toolkit

Social, Emotional Mental Health

Sensory & Physical

What is in place in your subject area for teaching that subject to children with SEND?

Cognition and Learning

Communication and Interaction

Subject Challenges for SEND

Provision for SEND

Subject Challenges for SEND

Provision for SEND

Accessing of learning due to poor
literacy or cognitive skills.

Children may struggle to remember
information/facts/previous learning.

Visual aids e.g. key words, photos of
designer’s work and dual coding
images displayed.

Children may struggle to
communicate their view and
express opinions of designer’s work.

Ensure modelling and sentence
stems are used e.g. | like the way
they used charcoal because...Next
time they need to improve...




Use of shorter/less complex
sentences in resources given to
avoid cognitive overload.

Chunking information.

Be clear with ‘introduce, explain,
model’ approach. Instructions in a

step-by-step approach (my turn,
your turn).
Word banks and pictures of

designer’s work printed for tables.
Lots of links to importance in wider
world, drawing on real life context.
Lots of retrieval opportunities and
reinforcement.

Apply new vocab into lots of
different contexts.
Using key vocabulary through

prompts, actions or visual aids.

Talk about their learning to their
peers and Teacher.

Reflect on their own progress at the
end of each lesson.

Revisit previous learning.

Talk to their partner.

Working in small groups.

Variety of different models and real-
life examples.

Use of visualiser to model.
Opportunities for pre-teaching.
Personal learning objectives -
specific and achievable.

Repeat ‘how to’ videos twice for
more processing time.

Time to explore and create.

Small group/1:1 modelling.

Language difficulties may make
children unable to access learning.

Allow children to discuss their
answer with a partner first to allow
processing time.

Provide alternative ways of
expressing views e.g. written on a
white board.

Ensure any written information is
explained verbally too.

Use of simple instructions — small
steps with modelling.

Visual aids and dual coding on
displays and knowledge organisers.
Videos and modelling to
demonstrate key skills.

Resources clearly labelled using
images, large print, symbols or
colour coded.

Displays accessible and within
reach.

Sensitive and organised pairing.




Physical and Sensory

Social Emotional and Mental Health

Subject Challenges for SEND

Provision for SEND

Subject Challenges for SEND

Provision for SEND

Children with visual impairment may

find it difficult to see IWB or
resources provided.
Recording information may be

difficult.

Provide multi-sensory resources and
ensure those with visual difficulties
have the visual verbally described.
Provide additional ways to record
info (video/ICT etc).

Children who struggle in DT may
become upset/angry/withdrawn
particularly in subject areas they find
more difficult.

Ensure children know in advance
what the key skills of the lesson will
be.

Provide children with jobs e.g.
handing out resources to boost their
confidence.




Children with fine motor or gross
motor difficulties may find it difficult
to use specific DT equipment.

Children who might not be able
access some DT equipment due to
physical impairments.

Children may feel overwhelmed by
noise levels.

Addressing individual needs on a
lesson by lesson basis — those with
PD — how can you ensure they are
included in the lesson based on their
ability?

Ensure alternative equipment or
support is provided.

Brain breaks if necessary.

Positive feedback.

Ear defenders if needed.

Warnings  before  music/sound
comes on.

Classroom layout is accessible —
some children may need more
space.

Pre-teach fine motor skills if
necessary.

Tape paper to the table to minimise
movement of resources.
Multi-sensory approach having a
range of materials for tactile
exploration.

Adapted scissors, bigger sewing
needles, pencil grips or different
material thickness.

Have clear expectations.

Emotion check ins throughout if
necessary.

Play calming music to reduce sense
of overwhelm.

Use of time out to self-regulate.

Use of rewards (house points etc) to
reward in the moment.

Reinforce that there is no right or
wrong — everyone is a designer and
creator!




